





OUR MISSION

The Leighton Art Centre is a place where artists and
community members learn, grow, and are inspired
to connect with their intrinsic creativity through a

connection between art and the land.
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The privilege of Leighton Art Centre’s presence on 80 acres of foothills landscape within Treaty 7
territory is combined with respect, humility, and responsibility to be caretakers of the land. We
acknowledge the people of these ancestral and traditional lands, which include the Niitsitapi -
Blackfoot Confederacy - comprised of the Siksika, Kainai, and Piikani; the yarhe Nakoda - Stoney
Nakoda - including the Chiniki, Bearspaw, and Goodstoney First Nations; as well as the Tsuut'ina First
Nation and Otipemisiwak Métis Nation of Alberta, Region 3. We also recognize that many more First
Nations, Métis, and Inuit have marked these lands with their footsteps. We are grateful for all people
who make their home in, or visit, the Treaty 7 territory of Southern Alberta, and who act as respectful
stewards to this land, where we learn, create, and build relationships in meaningful ways.

Photos by Leighton Art Centre Staff unless otherwise credited.



FROM THE CHAIR OF THE BOARD

As we reflect on 2025, we are grateful for the artists, volunteers, staff, members, donors,
funders, and visitors who contfinue to make Leighton Art Centre such a meaningful
place.

This past year demonstrated the dedication and resilience of our organization. More
than 18,000 people connected with Leighton through exhibitions, educational
programs, workshops, camps, events, and the Gallery Shop. Thousands of students
experienced the wonder of art and nature through our Art & Nature and Art to Go
programs. Artists shared their creativity through exhibitions, markets, and workshops,
while volunteers contributed countless hours to helping care for our historic site and
landscape.

The year also included important work behind the scenes. Leighton contfinued to invest
in infrastructure, site planning, operational systems, and the long-term care of the
property. These efforts are essential to sustaining the organization and ensuring we can
confinue to serve artists, students, families, and the broader community.

Through it all, it was the dedication of our staff, volunteers, artists, and supporters that
made it possible. On behalf of the Board of Directors, | extend sincere thanks to
everyone who gave their time, gifts, and heart to Leighton.

As we look ahead, | am pleased to welcome Patricia Lisevich as Leighton Art Centre’s
new Executive Director. Patricia brings strong leadership experience, a deep
commitment to community, and a clear appreciation for the unique role Leighton plays
at the intersection of art, nature, education, and heritage.

With Patricia’s leadership, the Board is looking forward to continuing to create a place
that inspires, educates, and preserves the legacy entrusted to us.



As Leighton enters its next chapter, we have an opportunity to honour the past while
making thoughtful choices for the future. By focusing on what Leighton does best, we
can strengthen our impact and ensure this special place contfinues to thrive for
generations fo come.

Thank you for your continued support, belief, and investment in Leighton Art Centre.

With gratitude,

Robin Hopkins
Board Chair
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2025 ARTIST SPOTLIGHT

THERESA WILLIAMS
The Leighton Art Centre is thrilled to feature Theresa Williams as our Spotlight Artist.
Included in our 23rd Annual Juried Members Exhibition, Theresa also shared her artwork
and skills with us this year through Reconciling Home, a solo exhibition,

facilitated two free workshops as part of our Alberta

Culture Days programming, and was our featured live

artist commissioned to create a piece during the

Harvest Supper Fundraiser which was auctioned off

to the highest bidder, garnering over $1,100 in
support of art and nature programming.

ABOUT THERESA

Now living in Carstairs, Alberta, Theresa was
born in Calgary and raised on her family's

large cafttle ranch in the BC Interior. Her

strong sense of the landscapes she paints
reflect careful observation and an interest first
formed in childhood and now filtered through
reconnection and reconciliation with her mixed
Indigenous and settler ancestry. Theresa is a
member of the Stswecem'c Xget'tem First Nation
and will always consider Canoe Creek home.
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NOTES FROM THE LEIGHTON TEAM

RYLEY GELINAS | Exhibitions & Marketing Manager

In 2025, the Leighton Art Centre presented an exciting year of exhibitions and events
celebrating artistic excellence and community connection. Following a brief winter
closure, the season opened with the 23rd Annual Juried Members Exhibition, featuring
work by 42 artist members, alongside Backyard Wilderness: Burrows & Bungalows, which
examined evolving ideas of nature and the tension between human progress and the
natural world. Living Curtain was also installed in the Green Room.

Spring exhibitions included Erratic Sessions and Stillness and Flow which explored our
relationship with the natural world through themes of movement and transformation,
while summer exhibitions such as En Salle // Indoor Landscape and Dog Trail offered
perspectives on landscape and place, including an outdoor installation of two cairns.
The powerful group exhibition Visiting with Beadwork and Theresa Williams' Reconciling
Home explored a connection to land, emphasizing how traditions and artistic practices
help shape belonging, healing, and relationships across generations.

Alongside our main exhibitions, we welcomed guests to several special events,
including four exhibition Opening Receptions, the Clothesline Art Market, the Paint the
Foothills plein air painting competition, and the unforgettable Harvest Supper. We also
joined the Most Beautiful Art Tour in Alberta and concluded the season with the Festive
Foothills Art Market. Together, these exhibitions and events created meaningful
opportunities for dialogue, reflection, and inspiration within the community.



THE YEAR AT A GLANCE - EXHIBITIONS

February 1 to April 6, 2025

23rd Annual Juried Members Exhibition (Various artists)

LAC celebrated the incredible talent and creativity of our member artists with over 42
works including paintings, textiles, sculptures and more!

February 1 to April 6, 2025

Backyard Wilderness: Burrows & Bungalows (Leila Armstrong)

Armstrong explored an evolving understanding of nature, shifting from viewing it as a
cultural construct to recognizing its vital role in shaping our relationship to progress.

February 1 to June 28, 2025

Living Curtain (Svea Ferguson)

This site-specific installation used strips of PVC to explore the blurred boundaries
between living and lifeless materials and our relationship to industrial matter and the
natural environment.

April 12 fo June 1, 2025

Erratic Sessions (Sean Morel)

Morel reflected on time, movement, and interconnectedness through the histories of
the Okotoks Erratic and the scattered glass surrounding it, revealing connections
between natural processes, human presence, and memory across deep time.

April 12 fo June 1, 2025

Stillness and Flow (Wanru Kemp)

Exploring the cyclical relationship between water, nature, and human experience
through works inspired by the Sheep River and the Chinese philosophy of E&&K, this
exhibit emphasized adaptability, franquility, and connection to the natural world.

June 21 to August 24, 2025

En Salle // Indoor Landscape (Svea Ferguson)

This installation examined the tension between nature and artificiality by constructing
manufactured “landscapes” from ready-made materials that imitated natural forms.

June 21 to October 26, 2025 (outdoor), June 21 to August 24, 2025 (gallery)

Dog Trail (Jared Tailfeathers)

Tailfeathers explored Blackfoot Traditional Methods of Making, relationships to land and
history, and ancestral stories of the Dog Days through contemporary artworks that
connect place, memory, and cultural practice. The outdoor installation featured two
cairns, drawing on the Siksikaitsitapi practice of ak’hstimani (stone circle markers), that
function as wayfinding and observational points.



EXHIBITIONS CONTINUED

August 30 to October 26, 2025

Visiting with Beadwork (organized by Hali Heavy Shield, Kalli Eagle Speaker, and Carol
Williams; adapted by Leighton Art Centre with beadwork from Tania Big Plume, Karen
Risbey, Jamie Rozema-Stinson (ikkinaanskakii), and Summer Supernant)

Adapted from a travelling exhibition, this exhibit brought together historical and
contemporary Indigenous beadwork from Kainai, Métis, Cree, and Tsuut'ina artists to
honour diverse traditions, intergenerational knowledge, and the evolving practice of
beadwork across southern Alberta.

August 30 to October 26, 2025

Reconciling Home (Theresa Williams)

This exhibition of oil paintings that explored belonging, land, and intergenerational
connection while inviting viewers to consider their own relationships to place.

EVENTS/MARKETS
Opening Receptions: February 8, April 19, June 21, and September 6

Clothesline Art Market: June 8 & 9

Our annual event featuring 20 in-person vendors including Erin Bjorkstedt, Janice Blaine,
Meredith Caspell, Mireille Cloutier, Glenn Crowe, Lynn Day, Yanina Eberhard, Mavis
Gauchier, Karen Jackson, Jefferson Kaine, Heather Kinahan, Louise Lacey-Rokosh,
Hannah Lacrampe, Alison Laing, Deanne Lueck, Gerry Mulhall, Jean Parker, Stephen
Purdy, Mireille Rochon, Kathryn Sherman, Marg Smith, Michelle Wiebe, Sharon Lynn
Williams, Pam Willis, and the Sheep Creek Weavers.

Paint The Foothills: September 6 & 7
Our annual celebration (and version of Come Paint Alberta) open to everyone and
featuring art, nature and plein air painting.

Harvest Supper Fundraiser: September 13

Proudly supported by Sobeys Okotoks, the 2025 Harvest Supper Fundraiser was held
against the Alberta foothills and brought the community together to celebrate art,
nature, and connection while supporting the Centre. Theresa Williams, the featured live
artist, created a one-of-a-kind painting which was auctioned off.

Most Beautiful Art Tour In Alberta: September 20 & 21

This annual event encourages visitors to take a self-guided journey among some of the
best art destinations in the rolling foothills of our beautiful province. Participants
included: Leighton Art Centre, Bluerock Gallery, Blanca Botero, Mady Thiel-Kopstein,
and Firebrand Glass Studio.

Festive Foothills Art Market: November 8 to December 20

As a cornerstone of the LAC year, visitors enjoyed a wealth of holiday cheer! This year
saw a special Sneak Peek event in November to kick off the market and a Carols +
Crafts event in December making it once again a memorable part the holiday season.



COREEN THORNHILL | Public Programs Manager

Art & Nature

Our Art & Nature programs continued to be a cornerstone of Leighton Art Centre's
educational offerings in 2025. We welcomed 4,951 students and 1,087 teachers, parents,
and adult volunteers from schools across Calgary, Rocky View, and the Foothills. Through
immersive, hands-on experiences, students explored creativity, local ecology,
environmental stewardship, and the artistic legacy of Barbara and A.C. Leighton while
learning in our inspiring natural setting.

Art To Go

Our Art to Go program contfinued to expand access to arts education by bringing
curriculum-connected programming directly into classrooms and community settings. In
2025, we reached 1,184 students and 123 adults, providing engaging art experiences for
schools and groups that may not otherwise have had the opportunity to visit the Centre.

Summer Camps

Summer Camps remained one of our most popular programs, welcoming 457 campers
over eight weeks of creative exploration and outdoor discovery. Campers participated in
a variety of art and nature-based activities that encouraged imagination, confidence,
friendship, and a deeper connection to the natural world. From painting and mixed
media projects to outdoor adventures and environmental learning, our camps provided
memorable experiences in a safe, inclusive, and inspiring setting.



Workshops

Leighton Art Centre hosted a diverse selection of workshops and community learning
opportunities throughout the year. Topics ranged from plein air sketching and
creative writing to forest bathing, nature interpretation, and environmental
education. In total, workshops welcomed 144 participants, providing opportunities for
learners of all ages to develop new skills, connect with artists and instructors, and
engage with the landscape in meaningful ways.

Workshops in 2025 included:
¢ Nestbox Monitoring: Monitor Training with Jim Critchley
e Demo: Liquitex with Plein Air Artist Alice Helwig
e Forest Bathing with Alberta DeFrancesco
e A Sweet Stroll Through Alberta's Foothills with Lori Beattie
e Keep It Simple with Theresa Williams
¢ Mastering Plants and Trees with Plein Air Sketching with Michelle Wiebe
¢ Unlocking Landscapes with Plein Air Sketching with Michelle Wiebe
e Writing Land & Place with Ashley Holloway

Together, our educational and public programs engaged more than 7,800
participants, including students, teachers, families, workshop attendees, and
community members. We are deeply grateful to the schools, artists, instructors,
volunteers, families, and community partners whose enthusiasm and support make
these experiences possible.

As we look ahead, we remain committed to providing meaningful opportunities for
people of all ages to connect with art, nature, history, and each other through the
unique experiences offered at Leighton Art Centre.




JOANNE SMITH | Gallery Shop and Guest Services Manager

2025 was a year of growth, learning, and exciting change in the Gallery Shop. Behind
the scenes, we infroduced several new systems to improve how we support both our
artists and our visitors, including a new point-of-sale and inventory management
system, as well as an online artist consignment payment platform. While implementing
these changes required considerable effort, they have helped create a more efficient
and seamless experience for everyone involved.

The Gallery Shop continues to be a place where visitors can discover the incredible
talent of local and regional artists. Throughout the year, we welcomed many new
artists and introduced a wider variety of products, including ceramics, jewelry, craft
kits, and books. These additions brought fresh energy to the shop and provided visitors
with even more opportunities to find something meaningful to take home.

We were delighted to see overall sales increase from the previous year. Our two
signature sales events, Clothesline Art Market and Festive Foothills, once again proved
to be community favourites, together accounting for more than 65% of total sales.
Original artwork remained at the heart of the Gallery Shop, with 470 paintings sold
during the year, representing 54% of all sales. As in previous years, weekends were our
busiest fime, with Fridays through Sundays generating more than 76% of total sales.

Most importantly, every purchase made in the Gallery Shop helps support artists and
the work of Leighton Art Centre. In 2025, sales benefited more than 150 individual
artists while also contributing to the exhibitions, educational programs, and
experiences that make Leighton such a special place.

We are deeply grateful to our artists, volunteers, staff, and visitors whose continued
support makes the Gallery Shop thrive. We look forward to another year of celebrating
creativity, fostering connections, and sharing the work of talented artists with our
community.

Gallery Shop Sales by Category (2025)

m Paintings
m Ceramics
= Other ltems

= Jewelry & Textiles

m Cards & LAC Products

11



ALISON MARSHALL | Operations Manager

The new position of Operations Manager touched on many different aspects this year,
from infrastructure and processes to streamlining and implementing procedures. This
position combines problem-solving, strategic planning with a strong focus on facilities,
work, and organization. 2025 saw the start of compiling a comprehensive operations
manual (with proper historical documentation), streamlining procedures, the
identification of areas of waste and potential cost savings, and securing the most
compatible vendors and outside support.

Site needs and new infrastructure played a key role this past year. Operations, along
with the Facilities team, planned and implemented a new septic field and water
pathways at the Education Centre, cementing the first steps fowards charting a path
for LAC's future Education Centre needs. This included working with Foothills County to
re-designate the Sprung Building to permanent status; the purchase of a é-stall heated
lavatory trailer, and creating a future building plan that will sustain and serve the
Education Centre well into the future.

Through the help of many talented and hardworking volunteers, much work was
undertaken during 2025 including property clean up, re-building the Education Centre
fence, general painting and repairs, and refreshing various aspects of the historic
Leighton home and Education Centre. A new raised planting area, known as “Dave’s
Flower Bed,” was built across the east side of the Schoolhouse in memory of our late
groundskeeper, as well as ongoing forest management and clean up was started.




2025 VOLUNTEER SPOTLIGHT

ELIZABETH MANSHRECK

Behind the beauty of the Leighton Art Centre
gardens is the dedication and care of garden
volunteers like Elizabeth. Throughout the year,
Elizabeth spent countless hours tending to the
garden beds, replacing those plants lost during
Alberta’s harsh winters, pulling weeds, and
ensuring the grounds remained vibrant and
welcoming. Her ongoing efforts helped prepare
the gardens for the many events, visitors, and
programs hosted at the Centre, creating an
inviting space for all who came through our
doors and visited the property.

VOLUNTEER APPRECIATION PICNIC: July 7

We were thrilled to bring back the Volunteer
Appreciation Picnic this year! It was a wonderful
celebration of the dedicated individuals who
give their time and talents to support Leighton
Art Centre. Volunteers were led in an inspiring
watercolour workshop by Neil Dawson and
enjoyed delicious wood-fired pizza provided by
Amedeo’s Italian Bistro. The event was a great
opportunity to recognize and thank our
volunteers for the incredible work they do
throughout the year.
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FINANCIAL HIGHLIGHTS

For 2025 Audited Financial Statements visit: leightoncentre.org

REVENUE

In 2025, Leighton Art Centre generated $852,280 in total revenue through a
combination of earned income, grants, donations, sponsorships, memberships, and
wage subsidies.

Revenue Sources

e Gallery Shop Sales & Programs: $488,481 (57%)
o Grants: $162,210 (19%)

e Donations & Sponsorships: $94,087 (11%)

¢ Wage Subsidies: $77,660 (9%)

e Memberships: $17,259 (2%)

e Casino Revenue: $8,352 (1%)

¢ Interest & Other Income: $4,231 (1%)

EXPENSES
Total expenses for 2025 were $850,432, resulting in a modest annual surplus of $1,848.
The largest investments made by the Centre were:

¢ Wages & Benefits: $390,405

e Consignment Artist Payments: $98,610

e Fundraising Activities: $84,002

e Art Supplies & Program Materials: $56,947

¢ Instructors & Consultants: $33,627
These expenditures directly supported exhibitions, educational programming, artist
commissions, community events, and the day-to-day operation of the Centre.

INVESTING IN THE FUTURE
One of the most significant accomplishments of 2025 was the Centre's investment in
crifical infrastructure and long-term sustainability.

During the year, Leighton Art Centre invested more than $200,000 in capital assets,
including the acquisition of the Sprung Structure and improvements to facilities and
site infrastructure, strengthening our ability to serve artists, students, and visitors for
years to come.

THANK YOU

The continued support of our members, donors, sponsors, granting agencies,
volunteers, artists, and visitors makes this work possible. Every dollar invested in
Leighton Art Centre helps preserve our artistic and cultural heritage while creating
meaningful opportunities for creativity, education, and community connection.



COMMUNITY, FUNDERS & SUPPORTERS

ATTENDANCE: 18,176
Exhibitions: 10,376
Youth Education: 7,802
Workshops: 144
COMMUNITY:

Members: 442
Volunteers: 325
Volunteer Hours: 1,512
Activities: 18
Earned by Artists: $98,610

The Leighton Foundation gratefully acknowledges the support of:

OUR FUNDERS

Canadﬁ @A I !{f.lj ‘m“]u“lh n _A/“D@l’bﬁ\_l ﬁ

Government
development

S 4 EODTHIEE %bﬁé%on AlbertaCultureDays
A “ COUNTY O COMMUNITY, FOREVER Discover « Experience « Celebrate
CALGARY : CALGARY CALGARY
OURORToN  Linda Putnam FOUNDATION FOUNDATION
FOR COMMUNITY, FOREVER Legacy Tund- FOR COMMUNITY, FOREVER FOR COMMUNITY, FOREVER

BLUE SPRUCE ACORN FUND
AT CALGARY FOUNDATION

OUR PARTNERS
Littfle Rock Printing, Come Paint Alberta, The Most Beautiful Art Tour in Alberta,
Tourism Calgary, Federation of Calgary Communities, Karson Builders Ltd.

OUR MEDIA FRIENDS AND SPECIAL EVENT PARTNERS

Avenue Magazine Calgary, CKUA, CJSW 90.9FM, CTV, The Eagle 100.9FM, Global
Calgary, High Country News, Okotoks Western Wheel, Devour Catering, Sobeys
Okotoks, Special Event Rentals, Vinosity Wines, Amedeo’s Italian Bistro
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2025 BOARD OF DIRECTORS & STAFF

BOARD OF DIRECTORS
2025

Jodi Currie

Chair

Jody Germaine
Secretary/Vice Chair

James Midwinter
Treasurer

Directors:

Lori Anderson
Robin Hopkins
Z0e Laycock

Bill Peters
Georgine Ulmer
Grant Waddell

Melissa Cole
Past Chair

BOARD OF DIRECTORS
2026

Robin Hopkins

Chair

Georgine Ulmer
Vice Chair

Jody Germaine
Secretary

James Midwinter
Treasurer

Directors:

Lori Anderson
Jodi Currie
Zoe Laycock
Bill Peters

Jodi Currie
Past Chair

MANAGEMENT
Darryl Lindenbach
Executive Director

Alison Marshall
Operations Manager

Coreen Thornhill
Public Programs
Manager

Joanne Smith
Gallery Shop & Guest
Services Manager

Ryley Gelinas
Exhibitions & Marketing
Manager

Karla Adolpe
Fund Development
Officer

EDUCATION CENTRE AND
GALLERY STAFF

Art & Nature Educators:
Aidan Hulse

Alberta DeFrancesco
Amanda Tanner
Danielle Piper

Meredith Wilson

Neil Dawson

Pam O’'Brien

Sylvie Croteau-Willard
Wonhyeong (Daniel) Cho

Gallery Shop Attendants:
Amy Chandler

Andrew Coles

Linda MacDonald
Margaret Smith

Summer Camp Staff:
Aidan Hulse

Hannah Mortimer

Hyalia Letendre

Emilia Richardson

Claire Chatwin
Wonhyeong (Daniel) Cho

CONTACT US

P: 403.931.3633

E: info@leightoncentre.org
W: leightoncentre.org

Facebook:
@leightonartcentre

Instagram:
@leightonartcentre

LEIGHTON FOUNDATION, CHARITABLE REGISTRATION # 119241917 RR 0001
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